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direct democracy. They also wanted more public education for all, including
vocational training.
Extreme popular revolutionism boiled up to power, even for a short time, only
in France. It was the extremity of this phase of the French revolution that provoked
conservative reactions in many parts of Europe. Especially in England did the counter-
revolution take hold and result in strengthening the established order. As a result of
the reaction, the pressure for democratic public education in England was slowed in
favor of voluntary, philanthropic, and religious sponsorship of education. The counter-
revolution in France started a social pendulum that swung between reaction and
liberalism throughout most of the nineteenth century, now favoring liberal, secular,
democratic education, then swinging back to conservative, religious, and aristocratic
education. Only in the United States was the success of the democratic revolution
itself matched by the widening access to education. The democratic revolution in
education helped the United States by mid-nineteenth century to begin to overtake
England and France in the modernization process. Popular education helped to
broaden the base of political and economic participation.
Having had its political revolution a century earlier than in France, England was
in a position to modernize economically and industrially at the end of the eighteenth
century even though it remained highly conservative socially. Thus, England was the
first modernizing society, but then France had the opportunity to become more
modern than England as a result of its revolution in the late eighteenth century.
France modernized its bureaucracy, separated church from state (under the First
Republic), and established under state control higher educational institutions of
science and technology that began to devote themselves to public service and the
application of science to modern life. But the conservative reactions that periodically
slowed the democratic gains created a political instability that weakened the French
drive to modernity.
Samuel P. Huntington points out that political modernization involves three
elements: the participation of the mass of the people, the rationalization of legitimate
authority in the transition from feudalism to centralized nation-states, and the dif-
ferentiation of political structures according to legislative, executive, and judicial
functions.25 He points out that European and British political systems achieved the
latter two characteristics before America did, whereas the United States went further
and faster toward extension of political participation among the populace. It also
moved rapidly to develop another of the characteristics of political modernity, the
political party as a means of aggregating the demands of various interest groups into
specific and alternative courses of political action. In these respects the modernization
process in the United States forged ahead of that in England and France.
Because of the lack of entrenched constituted bodies or a privileged upper class
of a feudalistic nature, democratic revolutionaries in America did not lean, as they did
on the European continent, toward a strong, unitary, centralized government capable
25Samuel P. Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies, Yale University Press, New Haven,
Conn., 1968, chaps. 1 and 2.